Linkage studies of Usher syndrome type 1: exclusion results from the Usher syndrome consortium.
Usher Syndrome Type 1 is an autosomal recessive disease characterized by profound congenital hearing impairement and vestibular dysfunction followed by the onset of retinitis pigmentosa in childhood or early adolescence. Members of the Usher Syndrome Consortium, whose objective is to locate and isolate the genes for Usher syndrome, have pooled linkage data from 36 families with 111 affected individuals. We report the analysis of 206 blood group, protein, and DNA marker polymorphisms. No evidence of linkage heterogeneity among families was found for any of the markers studied; the negative lod scores exclude the locus for this disease from about 39% of the genome. Our results indicate the regions of the genome to which our continuing efforts should be directed.